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Introduction. One of the global

The aim of this article is to reveal the threats and dangers that Armenia poses to
the environmental security of the South Caucasus, including Azerbaijan. It is noted that
in order to ensure the sovereign integrity and sustainable national security of the South
Caucasus states, itis essential to align their strategies with broader environmental processes.
Since environmental sustainability should be considered the cornerstone of sovereignty.

It is emphasized that Armenia’s attitude to nature and natural resources has increased
and reached its apogee in the 21st century. The state policy of Armenia is based on acts
of aggression, such as pollution of the Araks River, destruction of mineral springs belonging
to the Republic of Azerbaijan, plundering of forests, illegal exploitation of mineral resources.
Methodology and methods. When writing the article, the methods of identifying facts related to
the event and process, analyzing and dissecting facts, analyzing and synthesizing were used.
The novelty of the article lies in the first disclosure of the environmental disaster inflicted
by Armenia on the countries of the South Caucasus. For this purpose, periodicals were
distributed and the facts contained in them were presented. At the same time, information is
provided on the scale of the blow that the Armenian side inflicted on the nature and freshwater
basins of the Karabakh region of Azerbaijan over many years.

Main result: Summing up, it is noted that throughout the world, humanity is already facing
the negative consequences of global warming. Since, strong anthropogenic exploitation
of nature has led to a reduction in water resources, an increase in temperature and an increase
in environmental risks. It is emphasized that although the countries of the world are taking
significant measures in this direction, we are witnessing that the negative trends of climate
change are increasing every yeatr.

In this sense, Armenia’s ecocidal activities are a crime not only against the region, but also
against the environment of the entire world. There are facts that Armenia has deliberately
and purposefully created an ecological disaster zone in the region. Not long ago, during
the occupation, the Karabakh region was a gray zone of the South Caucasus.
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problems terrorism. The once-flourishing city of Aghdam has

that concern the world today is climate change.
Environmental issues related to ecological security
have become the object of discussion, with the idea
that climate change can threaten security. Thus, during
the 20 years since the adoption of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
humanity has achieved very little in the direction
of stabilizing the concentration of greenhouse gases
in the atmosphere.

Armenia’s ecocide activity in the region has become
widespread. In particular, during the occupation,
the water resources of the Republic of Azerbaijan
became the object of Armenia’s hydro-terrorism
and hydro-sabotage, and the crisis in transboundary
rivers continues today. During the last 30 years,
Armenia has been carrying out an active armed
terrorist war against Azerbaijan using various
methods. This terrorist policy carried out by Armenia
was of an ideological, scientific, cultural, spiritual,
and social nature and rose to the level of transnational
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been destroyed in such a way that even international
media representatives call it the «Hiroshima
of the Caucasus».

The aim of this article is to reveal the threats
and dangers that Armenia poses to the environmental
security of the South Caucasus, including Azerbaijan.
It is noted that in order to ensure the sovereign
integrity and sustainable national security of the South
Caucasus states, it is essential to align their strategies
with broader environmental processes. Since
environmental sustainability should be considered
the cornerstone of sovereignty.

The novelty of the article lies in the first disclosure
of the environmental disaster inflicted by Armenia on
the countries of the South Caucasus. For this purpose,
periodicals were distributed and the facts contained in
them were presented. At the same time, information
is provided on the scale of the blow that the Armenian
side inflicted on the nature and freshwater basins
of the Karabakh region of Azerbaijan over many years.
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Main text. Armenia depends on imported
hydrocarbons, including transportation fuel, and gas
for residential and industrial purposes, as well as
a third of its electricity production. Armenia’s energy
system primarily depends on natural gas, nuclear,
and hydroelectric power. In particular, its energy
supply is dominated by natural gas, almost all
of which is imported from Russia. Natural gas is
the largest contributor to total energy supply (TES)
as well as the main energy carrier in total final
consumption (TFC). Domestic energy production
comes mainly from Armenia’s Soviet-era nuclear
power plant (Armenia Atomic Power Station [ANPP])
and hydroelectricity. Since Armenia does not produce
fossil fuels, all-natural gas and oil products used in
the country are imported.

Regional environmental crisis caused by Armenia

Armenia, landlocked in the South Caucasus, is
amiddle-income country with low human development.
The country’s sustainable development is still affected
by gender inequality, rural poverty, overexploitation
of natural capital, and dependence on imported
hydrocarbons. Geographical features combined
with climate change factors make the country one
of the most prone to natural hazards in the region,
where more than 80 percent of the population is
exposed.

At the beginning of the 1990s, Armenia’s
economy, which experienced a long-term crisis,
began to partially transform from a centralized
structure left over from the Soviet era to a market-
oriented economy. Thus, after the transition to
the parliamentary system in 2016, the level of poverty
in Armenia, where a high level of instability was
observed, is higher than 30% [6].

In the South Caucasus region, Armenia ranks
second after Georgia in terms of water resources.
3,000 m3 of waterfalls per person per year in the country
(approximately 3.5 times more than the average
annual indicator for Azerbaijan). The population
of Armenia uses 66% of its water for irrigation
purposes, 30% for household purposes, and only
4% for industry. However, as a result of the current
economic crisis in Armenia for more than 10 years, as
well as the continuous use of the Metsamor NPP, which
operates due to the large amount of water of the Aras
River, and the complete suspension of the operation
of 19 water treatment plants in the country, water
consumption has decreased from 220 million m3 to
50 million m3 has descended [2, p. 327].

American researchers Y. Winston, Rita E. Cesti,
and Ju Yung Lee co-authored the research work
«Towards Integrated Water Resources Management
in Armenia» in which Armenia’s total water resources
are approximately 9.169 billion m3, surface water
resources are 4.8 billion m3, and underground water
resources are 4 billion m3. It is noted that it is 3 billion
m3 and that the drinking water needs of the population

of Armenia are met at the expense of internal
waters [3]. However, against the background
of these investigated facts, Armenia kept the water
resources, which make up 25% of Azerbaijan’s water
environment, under occupation for 30 years and has
biasedly and purposefully facilitated the expansion
of the hydrocrisis situation in the region [13, p. 36].

Armenia is the country with the biggest share
of pollution in the Araxes. 74% of its area is located
around the Aras River basin, and 24% is directly
connected to the Kura basin. Even the ecological
danger in the Aras River is more evident than in
the Kura River. 8 million people live on the banks
of this river basin. The tributaries of the Araz River
starting from Gyumri are continuously polluted by
domestic and industrial wastes from many industrial
cities of Armenia [13, p. 36-41].

Also, 4 of the 13 rivers flowing through the Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan are formed in the territory
of Armenia. Kondalanchay, Hekarichay, Okchuchay,
Bazarchay, Khonashenchay, Basitchay, Gargarchay,
Tartarchay and Khachinchay, which take their source
from the territory of Armenia, belong to the upper
reaches of the Aras River, and the level of water
pollution has increased through these rivers. Among
them, the most polluted river is Okchuchay (the 46-km
section falls on the territory of Armenia), followed by
Kadarchay, Bargushad, and Arpachay. The very low
level of oxygen in these rivers has reduced the acidity
index in river water to pH 2.4 (the norm of acidity index
in water is pH 7.5-8.5). At the same time, the microflora
decreased by 180-200 times, and the vegetation on
the river banks was destroyed [13, p. 36—-41].

In connection with this problem, on November 1,
2007, in the Armenian press, the applications
of several non-governmental organizations of both
Georgia and Armenia expressing their legitimate
dissatisfaction with the official bodies regarding
the discharge of toxic substances from the Teghut
mine into the transboundary Debed River, as well as
the 2019 [9]. At the meeting of the Iran-Armenia Joint
Working Group held in Tabriz in November of 2018,
the protests and warnings of the Iranian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs regarding the further pollution of Aras
by Armenia on the border with Iran did not come true
as a result [8]. The representative of the UN Human
Rights Council, Hilal Elver, who recorded such cases
of hydro crisis in the transboundary rivers of the region
during his visit to Azerbaijan and Armenia, in his report
submitted to the Council on this issue, emphasized
that Armenia pollutes the transboundary rivers flowing
into Azerbaijan and that such a situation causes great
complications in the work of farmers in Azerbaijan [4].

Despite the signing of an agreement between
Armenia and Georgia on joint cooperation on
environmental protection and natural resources
protection on May 3, 1997 (the Armenian government
ratified this document on November 30, 1999),
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these documents have not been applied in practice.
Thus, in 2015, the Ministry of Environmental
Protection of Armenia revealed some law violations
and shortcomings related to the company’s activities
regarding the damage caused by the Akhtala company
to the environment [10, p. 88].

Unfortunately, during the 30-year occupation
period, some Western countries justified Armenia’s
activities against international law, and no sanctions
were imposed on the Armenian government by
international institutions, as a result, Armenia
succeeded in carrying out its barbaric and provocative
activities for many years.

In the ecology of the South Caucasus, the ecology
of Lake Urmia is of great importance for the safety
oftheregion’s population. The Urmia problemis directly
related to the crisis created by Iran and Armenia in
the region. Iran has sometimes supported Armenia in
this field, and sometimes stopped cooperation, calling
it an unreliable partner.

The relevant UN conventions on hydro security
provide that all projects and plans that will take
place in transboundary rivers can be realized only
based on the principle of respect for the interests
and needs of the coastal states. Analyzing
the problem from the aspect of international law,
as well as regional agreements, the result is that
the Araz River is not only within the sovereign
territory of Iran, and the joint use of this river can be
carried out under conditions of mutual agreement
with the regional states. However, the Republic
of Azerbaijan and the state of Tilrkiye have not
given official permission to Iran for any project
related to the Aras River.

2. Environmental activities of Armenia against
international law

Analyzing Armenia’s environmental policy from
the perspective of international legislative norms is
a very important issue. Because in modern times,
international environmental law plays a decisive role
in protecting environmental security.

The documents of the International Law
Commission of the UN mention the legal behaviour
ofthe occupying state during the war. Inthe documents,
itis emphasized that the occupying state must respect
and protect the environment of the occupied territory
by international law, take into account environmental
considerations in the management of this territory,
and take appropriate measures to prevent significant
damage to the environment of the occupied
territory, the health and well-being of the population
of the occupied territory.

In several international legal acts, there are some
norms related to the protection of the ecosystem
in times of war and the protection of the rights
of the civilian population. The Hague Convention
of 1907 «On the Laws and Customs of War on
Land» [12], the Geneva Convention of 1949 «On
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the Protection of Victims of War» and Additional
Protocols | and Il to this convention (1977 and 2005),
«Environmental Modification Means» examples
include the 1976 Convention on the Prohibition
of Their Use for Military or Any Other Hostile
Purposes, and the 1980 Convention on Prohibitions
or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional
Weapons which may be extremely injurious or have
indiscriminate effects [11, p. 69].

According to the 1907 Hague Convention on
the Laws and Rules of War, if one of the warring
parties targets the territory of an enemy state,
and destroys its civil infrastructure facilities, this
situation is considered a deliberate violation
of the rules and norms of humanitarian law. The acts
of occupation and hydro sabotage carried out by
Armenia in the territories belonging to the Republic
of Azerbaijan are completely contrary to the provisions
of this convention. For 30 years, Armenia has carried
out ecocide activities in the occupied Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan. The information given by
local and foreign press agencies, which observe
such illegal actions of Armenia, and international
organizations visiting the region confirms that Armenia
has not refrained from provocative acts, disregarding
the provisions of the Hague Convention, as well as
agreements that provide for other humanitarian norms
and principles [1, p. 25].

In the past two years, the fact that Armenia
has been looting the environment and polluting
transboundary rivers in the Karabakh region, even
under the control of the Russian peacekeeping
contingent, has become a continuous phenomenon,
and as a result of the weakening of the activities
ofthe European Union’s civilian mission and the failure
of the Russian peacekeeping mission to take any
practical measures related to this issue, the state
of Azerbaijan is concerned with the problem. on
January 15, 2023, based on the collected
documents, it rightly applied to the arbitration court
under the Berne Convention. It should also be noted
that this arbitration process is considered the first
interstate arbitration in history [5].

In February 2024, 49 NGOs and eco-activists
representing 22 countries showed solidarity by
voting for the non-governmental organizations
of Azerbaijan and Armenia. They issued a statement
that the activities carried out in Armenia’s mining
industry in violation of international environmental
norms and standards are disrupting the ecosystem
of the world. Their goodwill statement calls for
environmental justice for the South Caucasus
region. The statement states: «We, the civil society
organizations and activists of the undersigned
foreign countries, express our deep concern about
the serious damage caused to the environment by
the works carried out in violation of international
environmental norms and standards in the mining
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industry of the Republic of Armenia. Although air
and water pollution in Armenia’s mining industry was
once local, its consequences have become a serious
threat not only to the South Caucasus but to the whole
world. Armenia’s mining industry continues to pollute
transboundary rivers and cause some environmental
problems in a wide geography from Eastern Europe
to Central Asia» [7].

Conclusion. Researches show that Armenia’s
ecocide activity is not only a crime against the region,
but against the natural environment. Armenia
deliberately and purposefully created an ecological
disaster zone in the region. The Karabakh region
became the gray zone of the South Caucasus during
the occupation. The region was a place where Armenia
and its «allies» illegally exploited natural resources,
and buried radioactive substances and waste.
During the years of occupation, Armenia spoiled
and mercilessly exploited the natural environment
with acts of vandalism. Cities and villages inhabited
by up to a million people were completely wiped out
and destroyed.
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3arposu Ta npoBoOKaLii eKonoriuHoi 6e3neku MiBgeHHOro
KaBka3y 3 60Ky BipMeHIil: KOHTEKCT MiXXHapoAHUX BiAHOCUH

Baxwwvesa €raHa YpaH rusu

[oKTop dhinocodii 3 NONITUYHNX HayK,
cTapLunii HayKoBUIA CNIBPOBITHUK BigAiy
BipMEHO3HaBCTBa

IHCTUTYTY KaBKa303HaBCTBa HauioHa/lbHOI
akagemii Hayk Asep6alipkaHy

npocn. NyceiiHa Oxxasuga, 117, Baky,
AzepbaigxaH
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cysepeHimemy.

Memoto daHoi cmammi € BUSIBNIEHHS 3a2po3 | Hebesnek, siki cmaHosumb Bipmeris 015
ekonoeiuHoi 6esrneku is0eHHo20 Kaskasy, 8 momy 4uc/i AsepbalidxaHy. 3azHa4yaemscsi,
Wo 0715 3abe3rneqeHHsI CyBepeHHOI YinicHoCmi ma cmasiol HayioHa/lbHOI 6e3reku oepxas
is0eHHO20 Kaska3y Bax/1ugo y3200umu ixHi cmpameaii 3 6i/IbW WUPOKUMU E€KO/I02IYHUMU
npoyecamu. OCKiZIbKU ekosioeidHa cmilkicmb MOBUHHA BBaXamucsi HapiKHUM KaMeHeMm

ridkpecsioemsCsi, WO cmag/ieHHs1 BipMeHil 00 npupodu i MpupOOHUX pecypcis 3pocsio
i docsiesio csoeo arozeto 8 21 cmonimmi. [epxasHa nonimuka Bipmenii 6asyembcsi Ha
makux akmax agpecii, sik 3abpyOHeHHs1 pidku APakc, 3HUWEHHST MIHepasIbHUX dxepern, Wo
Hanexxamb AsepbalioxaHchkili Pecry6iyi, po3zpabysaHHs Jlicis, He3aKoHHa eKcr/lyamauyjisi
MiHepasibHUX pecypcis.

Memodosioziss ma Memoou. [lpu HanucaHHi cmammi BUKOPUCMOBYBa/IUCS Memoodu
BUSIB/IEHHST ¢hakmiB, WO cmocyrombcsi nodii ma npoyecy, aHanizy ma po3bopy chakmis,
aHasisy ma cuHmesy.

HosusHa cmammi nosisizae 8 nepuwomy po3kpummi eKos102iyHoi kamacmpogbu, 3as0aHoi
BipmeHieto kpaiHam [1isoeHHo20 Kaskasy. 3 yieto Memoto po3rosctooXyBasucs nepioouyHi
BUOaHHS ma BuKnada/ucs B8 HUX (bakmu. BodHouac Hasooumbcs iHghopmayis npo
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Macwmabu yoapy, sikull BipMeHCbKa CmopoHa 3agoasia Mpomsi2oM 6a2amb0x PoKis npupodi
ma rnpicHoBOOHUM baceliHam Kapabaxcbkoao pezioHy AsepbalioxaHy.

BucHosku. iocymosyror4U, 3a3Ha4aembCsi, WO 8 YCbOMY C8iMi /0ACMB0 BXe CMUKAeMbCs
3 HezamusHUMU Hac/liokamu 27106a/1bHo20 nomen/iiHHs. OCKI/IbKU CU/bHa aHMPOIo2eHHa
eKcrilyamayiss  npupoou rpu3sena 00 CKOPOYEHHS BOOHUX Pecypcis, MiOBUUEHHS
memnepamypu ma 3pOCMmaHHs €K0/I02iYHUX PU3UKiB. Haz2o/owyembcsl, Wo xo4a kpaiHu
C8IMy BXUBaKMb 3HAYHUX 3axX00i8 y YbOMY HanpsiMKy, MU € c8idkaMu mo2o, Wo HeaamusHi
meHAeHYii 3MiHU K/liMamy 3 KOXHUM POKOM [OCU/TOIOMbCS.

Y ybomy ceHci ekoyuoHa OisifibHicmb BipMeHii € 3/104UHOM He Mi/lbKUu Mpomu pPeeioHy,
ane U npomu 008Kin/s BCb020 c8imy. € chakmu, wo BipmeHisi cg8idoMo | yinecnpsimosaHo
cmBopusia 8 pe2ioHi 30Hy eKo/102i4H020 /luxa. He mak 0asHo, nid 4ac okynayii, Kapabax 6ys
ciporo 30Hoto [MisdeHH020 Kaskasy.

Knoyosi cnoBsa: 3eneHa eHepeemuka, 2i0popecypcu, Yucma ekosioeis, npasa /H0uHU,
eHepaemuyHa be3neka.



